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[Seville], about the conditions contained in the peace with the
King of France1, and soon there, or in Truxillo [Trujillo],
whither they soon passed, a report came to them of the death of
the King of Aragon, their father and father-in-law, which hap-
pened on the nineteenth of the month2; therefore, on February
7, they were at last declared King and Queen of Aragon. And
Melchor Maldonado came to their court to express the con-
dolence and to notify them how the peace with France had been
proclaimed at Sevilla, and he returned, accompanied by Fer-
nando de Bustamante, a dependant of the king and queen, with
orders that more vigour should be put into the preparation of
the fleet of 20 caravels, which were being built by contract to go
to la Mina de Guinea and to expel the Portuguese from it.

100. ROYAL ORDER FOR THE PREPARATION OF A FLEET TO GO
TO MINA. TRUJILLO. 17 FEBRUARY 1479*.
By a royal order, issued at Trujillo, on 17 February 1479,
King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella commanded that arma-
ments should be made ready, so that the crews of ships would
be powerful by sea, and some of these were to go to trade at
Mina, and others were to be sent to protect the traders. Officers
were appointed to take charge of the equipment of 20 caravels
which were to go to Mina. No-one was to go to Mina or the
coasts of Guinea, without a royal licence, on pain of death and
confiscation of goods. Those who desired to equip ships for
Mina were to have recourse to the chief judicial officer of
1 In 1475, King Affonso V of Portugal, upon the occasion of his invasion of
Castile, had entered into negotiations with King Louis XI of France, asking
him for his support. The French king gave him active support by encourag-
ing his subjects to raid Spanish territory in Guipuscoa, But in the autumn of
1478, Louis XI, influenced by Affonso V's mismanagement of the w*r, con*
eluded a peace with King Ferdinand at St. Jean dv Lux, and agreed to
abandon the Portuguese alliance.
a King John II of Navarre (1396-1479) actually died on January no,
3 M. Fernandez dc Navarrete, Coteccion fa viages> I (1825), xxxix. Ab-
stract. Navarrete does not print the document, from which he quotes, but he
gives its reference as Archivo de Seville, bk, i, f, 370, &ifti#a'a note that 20
caravels were equipped to go to Mina in 1479 suggests that Navarrt'tc's
reference is authentic.